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Report of: Inspector 2302 Nigel Colston
Title: Police& Community Safety Update

Officer presenting report:  Inspector 2302 Nigel Colston

1.  Performance

Crime & ASB Bristol South June 1st 2015 – 31st May 2016

Greater Brislington Neighbourhood Partnership

13TH JUNE 2016

Recommendation:

a) To note contents of the report.
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The above reflects levels of crime reported to Police across the entire Bristol South Local Policing area for 
the rolling year.  Burglary and vehicle crime offences have shown a fairly significant increase on the 
previous rolling 12 months.  There has been a small fall in the recording of offences as racially or religiously 
aggravated.  It is important to note that these figures only relate to racial or religiously aggravated offences; 
there is no specific criminal offence for homophobic or disablist hate crime, and even with racial or religious 
hate crimes the evidence often does not support the higher “aggravated” charge.  The true level of crime 
with a hate element is therefore significantly higher.

Of concern is the continued increase in total crime, which is now up 28.2% (3,446 more offences).  As 
previously noted, significant increases in the recording of incidents of violence against the person offences 
accounts for almost 60% of this rise (up 70% across the Bristol South area, some 2,470 more offences).  
As I have stressed before, changes in recording practices mean that we are now (properly) recording 
offences which we previously didn’t, and it is very difficult to draw any meaningful conclusions at this time.

The second table details the number of “incidents” recorded by Police as “ASB”.  It is important to bear in 
mind that several people might report the same incident, but each report would be counted in the above list.  
However, as a comparison year on year, it does now seem to show a continued reduction in reports of anti-
social behaviour (ASB) across the whole of South Bristol.  As before, I would caution against reading too 
much into this though, because it might simply be down to better recording of incidents as crimes 
(particularly violence against the person) rather than ASB.

Individual figures for the neighbourhood partnership area, and per ward are shown on the pages that follow;
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Greater Brislington Neighbourhood Partnership area

Total crime has increased 44%, with 752 more offences reported (this now equates to just over 2 
crimes extra each day).  As I mentioned last time, this still equates to less than 7 crimes on 
average per day across the entire neighbourhood partnership area.  
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Brislington West
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Brislington East

General Update

Your neighbourhood team will be undergoing a slight restructuring in June.  This mostly affects the 
neighbourhood sergeants; whereas before we had two sergeants covering the two highest 
demand areas of Filwood & Hartcliffe, we are now adopting the new council boundaries which 
should allow us to move a third sergeant into these areas.  Rest assured that you will continue to 
see your regular beat managers (Gareth Ayers, Neal Scarborough and Gareth Hall).  

PCSO Michalea Inglis has resigned her post, leaving us substantially under-resources in terms of 
PCSOs across South Bristol.  Currently there are 9 vacancies, as well as a number of officers on 
long-term sick or restricted duties.  New recruits are in the process of being trained, and I hope to 
have the majority of vacancies resolved by the end of the year.


